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“The men who create power make an indispensable :

indispensable . . . for they dctermme whether we'
use power or power uses us.”

- President John It Kennedy b

several million Americans snapped off their,

end of several days of a public inquiry into the|

* Vietnam war conducted by the Foreign Relations -

Committee of the United States Senate, which has;
the constitutional right and duty of advising the
President as well as consenting to his foreign ac-
tions, Throughout the 16 years of America’s in-i
volvement with Vietnam, the Senate had automah- '

caﬂSanaiﬁzvédNof.q proveéd FordReld

their country enmeshed’in a major war, leading

" .

ATE IN THE AFTERNOON of a Friday in February,*1

television sets and rubbed their eyes. It was the, .

- senators were advising the Administration.
“contribution to the Nation’s greatness, but the men - .
who question power make a contribution just as. i

Their advice did not consist of concrete and
acceptable plans: for winning the war or settling -
the war—a legislative body cannot make a peace
any more than it can wage a war, Their advice
amounted to this: “Be careful! Our people do not

‘understand this cruel war. They are divided and

caonfused. Persuade us that this war does involve
America’s vital interests, does involve the freedom
of mankind and the peace of the world. Give us
better reasons to believe it will not lead to war with
Communist China. Give us some hope that a ne-
gotiated peace that we can live with, that South
Vietnam can live with, is possible, and that you are
really trying to get it.” :

It was an astonishing phenomenon. It has,
only minor precedents in American history, chief

ely
thog;';An:Il young-r?merlcans wem%?ng n an

“ Continued
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around the scallop of Asia called Vietnam, a l)lﬂCCi .R_U.Sk thinks of Amgrma as the last. best hope
most Americans had never heard of until recently; of civilized man; Fulbright thinks of Am.nru:a as
scores were dying every week; the financial cost the best but not the iny hope, and certainly not .
was leaping into the billions by geometric progres- ! the last that }"5‘0}”)’ will see. ) . >
sion. Communist China was rousing its people, by ! | Q“ the morning after the nation had witnessed
daily demonstrations, to believe that the United this (hrcct_ clash of two strong wills, I walked into .
States was about lo attack it. And at this stage of the new Sgnatc office building. The second door )
the business, many American legislators were ask- " l]’“’; left is t.hﬂt of ‘he.gemlemﬂ" !rom Arkansas{.
ing, in effect: “How and why did we get into this? On this morning-after, it was as quiet as the eye ol

Is it worth it?” Whatever one’s views about the' @ hurricane. Three secretaries were at their desks |

ultimate justification of it, this is an appalling way " the outer OmCIG, ei\c};bdt.:sllc] sta(f:ll:ed ;]Vll}ll mail. Ug

for a great and peaceable nation to go to war. to that hour, the Fu right ofhce hac receive
o' aboutten thousand letters, postcards and telegrams.

) The most articulately appalled of all is th o ab 7 o { the
_ chairman of the Foreign Relations Committee, the| hey were running about 17 to one in favor of Lhe

generally soft-spoken ex-Rhodes Scholar,the gentle-’ Senator and his e,'ffor!. L hed '
" man from Arkansas, James William Fulbright. The: The Senator’s private office is simply furnishe

 late Sen. Joseph R. McCarthy once called him “Mr.: with green-leather chairs and a couch. Low hook-

icht.” T ident [ T . shelves line the walls. One abstract painting is
Halfbright” Former President Ilarry 5. Truman, on the wall. The Senator’s college degrees. The

in a fle ger, lled him “that d- ;
: e ﬂ\sh.of”an?el o.nce o ! i that gvere . framed original of the Fulbright Resolution- of
ucated sos.” His former history don at Oxford, ., D . '
" thinking of the Fulbright scholarships that have -1943, which the freshman Representative had got .
2 > through the House and which, iwo years hefore -

. C . . . @
. made him a world figure, said to him once, “You . . .
him a A . the United Nations was founded, put the American
are responsible for the largest and most significant . . . ,
"' Congress on record as favoring an internatiomal
movement of scholars across the face of the earth. e
" : ‘ _organization to preserve the peace of the world.

since the fall of Constantinople in 1453. There are framed photographs showing Ful-

On that Friday afternoon, a few moments be- . . LA .
e { . B lent
CP snapped off their television sets, those ?’r‘_%}“ with LBJ Or:e l‘s n ("Im: I)y Ehe Prf“i?"

" several million fascinated Americans had heard
~ Senator Fulbright digging persistently at the Sec-
| retary of State. Fulbright was still trying to per- {
i suade Dean Rusk that peace negotiations with £
. a | Hanoi are possible. The audience saw the Senator
i lean forward in his chair, peer through his dark .
. glasses and say, “There must be something wrong, i
* with our diplomacy.” .
‘ They saw Rusk, his monumental patience
nearly gone, flush slightly. His aching eyes glis- £
| tened in the glare of the camera lights, and he said, £
2¥Senator, is it just possible that there is something r—
" wrong with them?”
A ‘world of meaning lay in this exchange, this ;-
! impasse. These two men of undoubted patriotism,
| equally arixious that the dismal succession of world I
' wars be broken, equally desirous that men be free |
1o work out their own deslinies, draw different les-
. sons from the history of this century.
| Rusk equates the current world problem with §
" the problem of Hitler’s time, and later, Stalin’s’ b
! time; he believes that unless this aggression in |
{ Vietnam is halted, Communist victory there will
. lead to other Communist victories in Asia and
! eventually to a last-ditch struggle in the form of
* disastrous world war. , b L
Fulbright believes that our very resistance,} S ——
. to this aggression—and he wonders if it is a true;to the Senator this way: “Than whom there is no

g e

© aggression—is just as likely, if not more likely, in hetter.” Another shows Mr. Johnson leaning for- |
. itself, to lead to endless disturbances in Asia and ward, earnestly talking to the Senator, who wears |
* eventually world war, beginning with an Ameri- a worried scowl. This one bears, in the President’s

" can-Chinese showdown, ‘scrawl, the words: “To Bill. I can see 1 haven’t

3 Rusk, who must enforce policy, reserves the been very persuasive.” t

* " benefits of the doubts to his own country; Ful- ‘
' bright, who can, as scrutinizer of policies, afford ¥{_ ULBRIGHT OPENED the door in full movement, ‘

i the luxury of public uncertainty, grants the bene- |{  tossed a hook on his desk and turned around
 fits of some doubts to the enemy. He does not be- i  to shake hands, all with the casual grace ofal
. || lieve communism. is a world, monolithic force, third haseman dropping into the dugout and shed- |
MAY 9 1909 | successfully spreading its tentacles, = -~ .ding his glove. It is this casualness, I think, that
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a lazy man. In the congressional world of nct1v1sts, mistakes.’” You see, it gives them assurance; then
_of declaimers, of scurriers; he is always under in- | ! they move on and create whatever kind of pohl)(‘al

ner control. He refuses to be a major champion of  and social fabric that best suits them. They’re not
O minor issucs. Like the trained athlete on the ficld : a great danger to the security of the world. It of-
or the trained actor on the stage, he gives each’ fends me tlmt because we're so powerful, we butt
niove its physical and emotional due—no more. i in on other people’s business.

Ilis Arkansas contemporaries remember his “Great countries have done this time after
sl)]c as a halfback at the state university. No lost - time, 1 was just reading this book called Foreign
;motion, no frantic sweat. He would often take the ' Mud, about the way Britain got into the war with |
ball lhcn for a moment stand relaxed, almost like China over the opium trade. ]" ‘the long run, 1}"5'
‘a man lost in thought, until he saw an openmg "contributes to the destruction of the blﬂcounlrles

Then he would go for it hard. He plays politics in: I suggested that he had a sense of personal
the same manner today. embnrrassment about some of America’s actions.
His written speeches are the works of a crafts- “I'm just embarrassed in front of the world.

man of English. They flow from premise thr ourrh This vague thing called world opinion. I mean they v
"argument to conclusion with logic and precision. - expect so much of us. We’ve been such a fortunate
But in private conversation, hke many men whose country. We are drawn from so’ many different
mm(]s work faster than their tongues, he will, cultures, we were lucky in our material resources. '
. ' double back and around and back again. With! The idea of democracy, as our great men from
. people with whom he fcels comfortable, he loves’ Washington through Lincoln have said it—not just
1 to talk. We talked, a long time, of the world as his' a specmhzed form of government, but the people
. mind encompasses it, of this public, naked ex-| participating with all their dignity. This is a great
‘ posure of the American soul that he had deliberate-| jdeal. We don’t live up to it—nohody can, a])solule]y ‘
.1y brought about in full understanding of its in-| —but we’ve approached it, closer than any other °
herent (Lmnels to thé war itself and to Fulbright! great country.” 3
- himself as man arid senator. i I told the Senator he confused me a bit, that
I told him that he has become stamped as the’ throughou[ the hear]ngs, he had arqued a«;\]nst :
“leading American critic of America in the world, the * huwks, who feared that wnhdmwal or com-
and 1 wondered about the core of his unease. ' promise or swiltching to a defensive military posi- .
“Well, Eric, I'm the poorest person in the tion in Vietnam would damage our prestige in the
- world to say what others think of me. They may, world. Now, it seemed to me, he was himself em- .
- ' - think I’m just a congenital sorehead for all Tknow." phasizing America’s prestige. He sat bolt upright.
I hope not. It’s not because I think we’re no "’OOd “Maybe I—.you re qu“;e nrrht l)erhaps it is
that I criticize our country. It’s because 1 think it's’ our prestige I'm concerned wnh, but we differ in
" so very good and has an opportumty to.do so much’ the way we would support that prestige. I think
I'more than any country in history.” : { that asserting our military power against a little
He fiddied with a package of those charcoal-! country deslroys that prestige. I think our prestige -
tlppcd cigareites—his adversary, Secretary Rusk,: reqmres that we be magnanimous in refraining
-smokes the same brand—and regarded me with from imposing our will on a country that is ob- -
that raised-eyebrow expression when I reminded viously at our mercy. :
“him of his public ruminations about the disintegra-: “This war—I just cannot hring myself to be- :
tion of the Greek democracy when it extended its! lieve that how the Vietnamese work out their in- :
‘power commilments to Syracuse about the Ger-! ternal problems is worth a major war or even gives
manic obsession with power in this century, just: us the right to intervene. You see, part of this grows .
! ‘when Germany was flourishing as a culture. F'ul-| from a great apprehension about communism. It
! bright had said once: “Neither ‘God nor nature has| grew out of Stalin’s barbaric use of his position as
preordamed the triumph of our free society, and it a Communist leader. But communism as a philos-
/ . would be a tragic mistake to assume the inevitabil- ophy, or as a system, is not really a matter that we |
Uity of our survnval " ought to go to war about. It’s the actions of the
! Now, he leaned abruptly back in his chair, in. particular people who practice it. I would support
* a gesture reminiscent of the halfback squaring up: anybod) who would restrain the kind of imperial- -
with the ball in his arms. “Here we are, the most Jsm that Stalin represented. But at the other ex-
powerful and richest country in the world, a great treme is the communism of Yugoslavia. They are
continent under one government. I think of the, so much better off than they were under the Turks '
advances we’ve made—there’ s my own slate, which' or under the monarchy. It is peaceful, it doesn’t
had a per capita income of $250 only 25 years ago., threaten people So I think we get all mixed up
. Now, it’s about $1,700. If we’ll just not follow the about communism. And the reiteration by the Ad- .’
| same arrogant, egotistical policies of so many, ministration of ‘Communist aggression’ offends -
powerful nations, paruculdrly in foreign aflairs. me. If lhey would put it the other way, that this is '
We could really break thC Cyclc that has S0 drear- an aggresglon by a pe()ple—l think [hey have the
@ ily involved the world in silly and destructive wars.' Chinese in the back of their minds. If this is just
*“Take the Dominican Repubhc This perhaps Chinese imperialism, that’s a different quosuon
SPU”ed on my “1éélfir 1gs *ibout Vietnam. 1 know But they use these terms to inflame the emotions,
MAY 9 1964 *}’OU don’t agree with me, but this seemed to me an people’s fears. It’s like talking about the atrocities,
sutterly inexcusable interference in the affairs of a as if only these people were guilty of atrocities.
‘small country. These peoples want to do something. Every people, at some time in their history, have .
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" e inclines to believe that nationalism would be

Py

_ bufler state against China, A Victnam regime set: 0 n@ u r CO NSCie nc e S‘ fO I

to whatever weapons they may have h s type IHH A
of thing inhibits rational consideration of what’s  Dusiness, it would have long since heen settled in
really invoived, and that’s why'it offends me.” - accordance with whatever the major forces within
Fulbright is certain that the nationalist in- * Vietnam were. I think we have delayed that settle-
stinct is stronger than communism as an ideology ; ment, and [ think we have a good deal on our con-
and that Victnam is a classic instance of this. The | sciences for having intervened there in the first
Vietnamese were a nation, they had a national ' instance in 1950 [when we aided the French].”
identity, they were taken by force by a Western i Secretary of State Rusk talks about the things

country (France), and he thinks they were trying| that are wron with “them.” He talks about “the .
. y Yy ying g

to reassert their national independence, Ie finds it other fellow.” 1 asked Fulbright who this enemy
. “really hard” to sce the differcnce between this | precisely is—the Vietcong? North Vietnam?
and what the Americans did in 1776. . China? Fulbright replied, “T don’t know. He says

The world moves on. Fulbright thinks the [Hanoi, but I cannot free my own mind from the

" world and the nature of the threat {from Commu- |’ belief that he means China.”

nists have greatly altered since Stalin’s time. The It is a fair inference that Fulbright does not .

balance of power has changed to a highly unstable | think there is enotgh evidence to conclude that

. Africa, Asia and Latin America are on the rise,. ternal subversion. The world-encompassing goals

nuclear-stalemate; Western Europe has recovered; . China is bent on conquest in the Hitler manner or Z
the former colonial and semicolonial nations of that she can work her will very far through ex-

caucht up in an emotional fever of nationalism. as stated by the Chinese defense minister, Lin Piao, -
o l Y b

And Sovict foreign policies have changed. Khrush- have been cited by Secretary of Defense Robert S.

chev’s tactics were {ar more subtle and varied than. McNamara to justify the apocalyptic view that

Stalin’s, more challenging to the nerves and the China is determined to become the dominant in-
ging

patience of the West. But Khrushchev made a fluence in Asia, Africa and Latin America. But.

“ terrible blunder when he put the missiles into China has been suffering sethacks—in Indonesia,
Cuba, and that successful confrentation, the Sen-: in several African nations and in Cuba.
ﬁ ixes, was the most visible milestone on the' Fulbright, as a student of history and its un-
road-1o a different East-West relationship. predictability, would find such fears childish. Iie
Fulbright has recently been accused of in-- is more inclined to interpret China’s thunderous
consistency hecause, his critics say, he was a hawk propaganda challenges as Secretary-General U

CPYR

at the time of the missile crisis and recommended; Thant of the United Nations does—as the natural .
we invade Cuba and have done with both the mis-. behavior of a regime that is overwhelmed with -

sile threat and Fidel Castio. But he explains that' difficulties at home and feels increasingly “en-

when President Kennedy asked him to break ofl : circled” by the power of Russia and the United ':

his campaigning trip in Arkansas and come to the States. Fulbright’s mental processes are such that

White House, Fulbright knew none of the back- . he would try to imagine the reaction of his own

ground. He knew nothing of the exchanges of let-' country if a Chinese army were fighting, say, in !
ters between Kennedy and Khrushchev. He had no lower Mexico, and their planes were dropping -

" chance to think about the chances of the naval bombs within 40 miles of the Rio Grande.
_ quarantine succeeding.

He tries to turn an . international problem

In any case, he told me, President Kennedy ! around, not only to understand an adversary’s

“wasn’t asking us for consultation. He had already’
made up his mind. He had his speech written, and
ten minutes after the meeting, he went out and
gave it. We were told that they were going to put
in the quarantine and that if the Russians didn’t
turn back and didn’t respect it, that the Adminis-

| ad never. stuck our
tration itself was prepared to take Cuba.” Tt e
He ise devt:'plsyl pelrtur:l)ed by the lzllpil)arent par- nose l n thleUSlﬂ ESS, lt

adox that the United States leaves alone a Com- e P T T

_ ‘would have long since been
our forces ten thousand miles away to fight Com- ey I e S T T
munists. “If we can live with Cuba, what difference |

~ sure that the enemy in Vietnam wants the kind of Wh::: ay 4 Py
communism practiced in Russia or would have ) ateverthe majorforces

munist tyranny 90 miles from our shores, but sends . Mhdabiat: TR

does it make about Vietnam?” he said. He is not! 2 eitledmaccordancewnh

that kind of communism if they ran the country. 'Wlihi'n ,-Viemaﬁm. were
thin e v a good dea

the dominant spirit in a land that has historically
been anti-Chinese. Even if the regime bore the
label “Cominunist,” it would amount to a kind of

up by us with the outward trappings of democracy,

in close connection with us, would actually be h
weaker in the sense that it would be more tempting ‘
to China, when and if China does become really’ £
aggressive in the military sense, -~ - *"

aving intervened there’

CPYRGHT
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versary feels in his heart, He thinks the world is  gency, and quick, sharp response was needed to
too dangerous Lo do otherwise. ['or this reason, he ‘deter North Vietnam. :
is perhaps more popular in Europethan he is in his . “But this Gulf of Tonkin incident, if 1 may say
owncountry—much likethelate Adlai E. Stevenson, ! so, was a very vague one. We were In'icf(-.d. on it,”
a comparison Fulbright by no means objects to. » but we have no way of knowing, even to this day,
The Vietnam war seems to appall him in its * what actually happened. T don’t know whether we
every aspect. He doesn’t think we are even improv-  provoked that attack in connection with supervis-
ing the Vielnamese cconomy, but destroying it, as " ing or helping a raid by South Vietnamese or not.
of now. “ 1 have a letter from a friend in a hospital Our evidence was sketchy as to whether those PT
in Bangkok,” he told me, “and there’s beginning  boats, or some kind of boats, that were approach-
this same distortion in Thailand’s economy. We ing were coming to investigate or whether they -
end up creating an awful situation we’re not able actually attacked. I have been told there was no
to control, and if we should suddeniy pull out to- physical damage. They weren’t hit by anything.
morrow, they'd be in much worse shape than they - heard one man say there was one bullet hole in one !
were when we got there.” ; of thuse ships. One bullet hole!” ;
' : President Johnson, who Fulbright feels did |
i 1l SENATOR slraightened and stretched and. not want this war any more than he did himself, -
1 moved aside a sheaf of lctiers on his desk. One  used to cite that congressional resolution as his
d was a copy of a “petition” from some people in* authority for what he has done in Vietnam. Before
“California who were demanding his recall on that, he cited the Eisenhower and Kennedy “com- ;
grounds of treason. Fulbright chuckled—he has a' mitments.” Recently, he and Secretary Rusk have
genuine chuckle and a genuine belly laugh. | put the emphasis on the seaTo treaty. The Ful-
“I get all kinds of stuff like that, I used to in' bright school of critics argues that the treaty did
the days.of McCarthy.,That doesn’t bother me- not oblige us to fight in Vietnam any more than it
very much.” . ‘ : obliges the other signatories, nearly all of whom
CPYRGRTioncd a remark by his secretary that are not fighting with us. :
the current mail was running heavier than any in- '
“ her experience. “That’s ,Pallie Sims,” he said.’

N . . |
ENATOR FULBRIGHT thinks our policy toward '

“She’s my stalwart. She gets here early and leaves {

-late. I called her on the phone yesterday and said,

\ China has gone wrong since the great war
ended. He is appalled that the most powerful *,
‘Is Lee there?’ and she said, ‘Could I tell him who  nation in the world and the most populous nation
 is calling?’ I said, ‘Now, Pallie, if you don’t recog- ! in the world, both now nuclear powers, are not :
" nize me’—oh, she nearly died! She said, ‘I'll tell even on speaking terms, with nothing like the !
vou Senator, we’re nearly frantic. These phonesi avenues of communication that existed between .

hasic iR AUZeD - ARRIOYET Far ReTeRsE:c AR eR LI AN A0 A2 000007 71-6 |

have been ringing nearly all afternoon. 1 don’t" Russia and the United States during their times of i .

i even recognize my own voice.’
“Oh, I don’t know. In a month or two, it will
_all be forgotten. The only thing [ hope for out of
this is that it may create a greater degree of cau-
tion, provoke more thoughtfulness. Not that I
don’t think the President is a cautious man, but I
think he’ll give much more careful consideration
hefore an enlargement of the war.”
If, T asked Fulbright, he considers the whole
thing in Vietnam a series of mistakes, where was

Jeould have done. I regretted. very much. they. were |

fand cut qur, losses.” Still,.changing the.status o

* dangerous tensions. i
W One of the most disgraceful periods.of all
in.our foreign_policy,” he said, “was our persist- |
lence. in_the support.of Chiang Kai:shek after he
collapsed. I don’t think. there was anything we '

-

Communists who won, Butwe.should have stopped, E

hinks, is |

Ao

Chiang Kai:shek’s Formosa, Fulbright,
out of the question.at.the moment.

the critical error made? e said the first mistake He wonders. if.it,would not_have been better I'

was made in 1950 when we supported the French. to hgvé.s’;"l[’)portedﬂo Chi.Minh, at_the et, in :
“Then, we had a second opportunity to leave them. what some regard as his struggle for Vietnamese |

talone in 1954 [alter the fall of Dien Bien Phu]. independence, Com hough he is. e doubts |
“Then, it gradually grew, like Topsy. I'think it was that the Vietcong is no more than a puppet of ;
a mistake for us to support Diem. He was calling’ North Vietnam, as the Administration argues. He !
 the shots, and we were laking the blame and the; thinks they may very well have an identity and
“responsibility. Then Diem was killed. Perhapsi purpose of their own and that we ought to be work-
that would have been a time to say let’s have a con-i ing to split them off from Hanoi.
ference and see if we can’t settle it by negotiation.” He.wonders just how much expert knowledge -
After the Gulf of Tonkin incident in the sum-pabout Chinajs operating ifi ¢the Administration. |
“mer of 1964, Fulbright was floor manager for the {*There are_only_five in the ‘China section™of the |
_resolution that gave congressional endorsement to § State __Dep_@__r_;ment.,,Thin,lg,gf,_ifi_—:l;hg,_ 1 "ge's_'t"éfipfl\- '
‘the President to take any and all necessary mea-{try in the world, and we've got five fellows! We've !
sures to repel aggression, Today, he regrets his rolej got a few in Hong Kong, trying to interpret China
. in granting this blank check, though he observed{ from there. And then we haye the professors.”” ™™
“at the time of its passage that Congress did not " The 'Sg}idrtgi:‘ﬁiﬁégmpair‘ls 'Edﬂf)diﬁ't’ ‘out that he '
have in mind the use of American ground armiesf claims no expertise on Asia himself, that he’s been
in this war. He objected to a limiting amendment to Asia only twice and never to Vietnam, and that .

_proposed by Sen. Gaylord Nelson of Wisconsin' his foreign policy energies for years have been '

CPYRGHT
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D [
been teaching himself Asian history—ha usually
has a book under his arm when he moves about
Washington. lle has been in contact with one or
two of the “old China hands,” driven out of their

' careers in the hysteria of the McCarthy period. He

invites Asian authorities, occasionally Chinese, to
his handsome house just off Embassy Row for tea
and talk. In order o get some long-range perspec-:
tive on China for himself and his scnatorial col-
leagues, he extended the Committee hearings to in-:
vite testimony by scholars of Asia. He is deter-
mined to get at the roots of the whole, vast, dan-
gerous confrontation with China and, teacher that
he is by instinct and early training, determined to:
share this understanding with the American people.

Fulbright is not at all sure that he agrees with'
the current intcllectual fashion of regarding
“spheres of influence” as an outmoded concept.
He has acquired a high regard for Asian culture,
but reminds himself that we are the children of;
Europe, sharing:common concepts of law and pol-
itics, existing in the same cultural fabric. Part of

7 )
a given dircction. Time is life. Te wants no rash
actions to abolish the gift of time.

And it is his Arkansas roots and his Arkansas
political base that explain the painful, public
paradox of Fulbright, the humanitarian, the man
of enlightenment, who has voted the straight
Southern line on Negro rights, the overwhelming
moral issuc of modern America, He would flush
with anger if anyone called him a bigot or a Negro -
hater. Clearly, he is neither. But he lives with this -

“inner discomfort” and does not disguise the fact. ; -

His soul must exist in different divided worlds:
Fayetteville and Oxford, England; the Ozark back-
country and Philadelphia’s Main Line, where he
found his charming, enlightened bride. If he hates
to talk about this, it is not only because the painful
paradox unavoidably exists, but because he fears

. people will think he is making excuses for himself. -

So he has been a constant target of the slide-
rule liberals, in spite of all he has done for Negro
education and health, where he thinks the founda- .
tion stones of Negro progress lie; in spite of his

CPYRGHT
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the fashionable argument is that missiles and jets| jonely courage in opposing Senator McCarthy to -

. have shrunk the world jn time and space, if not yet Lis face when the liberals’ béte noire was at the peak

_in cultures and casts o.l' mix}d, and that our POWET of his terrifying power; in spite of his early sup-

CPY‘RGH‘T anyw.here in minutes or hours. This port for the United Nations and foreign aid, and at

argument says, in eflect, that every place on the 5 time when the Arkansas majority was against

~ globe is essentially equidistant from America, and: these innovations. But on the bills for civil rights

that we should adjust our foreign policies accord- ,er se—no. And for the same simple, candid reason

"ingly. Though he did not put it this way himself, I' that he would never oppose the Arkansas agricul- .
think the Senator would regard this notion as a yyral council on cotton policy—he did not wish to
variant for the technological age of what psycholo-. e retired from public life.

" gists call “the illusion of the central position,”; Tt is an ancient story and dilemma for men in -
which begins with the child in the crib and con-: politics. They must survive, first of all, if they are '
tinues to affect the psyche of whole peoples. | 15 accomplish anything. This is why, for example,

He finds degrees of illusion in the American’ the Jiheral Sen. Hubert H. Humphrey never dreamt’
sense of historic time. We built a continent in ai of opposing Minnesota’s dairy industry. It is why -
hurry, by a combination of good fortune in our| young Congressman John E Kennedy voted fresh '
people, soil and climate, a phenomenon without| gy ropriations for the House Un-American Activi-
parallel. So we instinctively believe human prob- jes Committee when he thought the Committee’s .

“lems are to be solved, not alleviated, as Europeans iethods an abomination. (“I would be dead in my -
instinctively feel. What we accomplished at home, gjstrict, otherwise,” he told me at the time.) '
we seem to think we can accomplish in alien so- As President, incidentally, Kennedy seriously -

cieties and with the same speed. And so our govern- ¢ongidered Fulbright for Secretary of State be-

mental semantics has outrun the realities, and we ¢qy5e he liked “the play of his mind.” But Ful-.
have talked about “unleashing Chiang Kai-shek,” bright’s name was crossed ofl the list because of ;
about “liberating” East Europe, about resuscitat- yhe certainty of opposition by Negro and other |

“ing Latin-American economies in a decade’s time,: ¢jyil:rights groups. Did the Senator himself want

~and about exporting democracy, American-style,. 5 he Secretary of State? “I certainly did not,” he
which is scarcely possible. v : said to me. Some of his friends think otherwise.

Bill Fulbright comes from Arkansas, which' :
“made no progress at all from 1865 until about H 1 15 NoT GENERALLY KNOWN, but Fulbright was |

- 1940. We were really an underdeveloped society, [} also seriously considered for the presidency of
an exploited society, a colony of the Northeast, Columbia University before General Eisen-

whose great corporations sucked out whatever }oywer was given the post. (Inhisthirties, Fulbright .

 natural wealth we had.” All this helps explain why ; ,ad been president of the University of Arkancas.) '
Fulbright’s time sense is diffcrent and why he has

bright s Trustecs of Columbia asked him if he would con-
an instinctive sympathy for the poor lands of the :

, 4 ° | ! sider the job. But this query came too soon—or too
earth, including Vietnam. Ilis famous student-ex- - |ate, He had recently been elected to the Senate, in |
change program may one day prove to have been . '

' . ! a bitter campaign, with the help of many friends, |
- our most enlightened foreign policy, the strongest; ynd, ] thought it immoral to just leave because of -
of the new threads holding peoples together in un- ;

derstanding, but the father of the project would :~What1]§ (t)h;dhli;kg:alf‘:;zﬁba Senator ? ’
emphasize “one day.” It is part of his whole vision . “Frjc, you know a politician can’t say that.
MAY 3 196 " of foreign policy, which<he sees not as construc- / |1 say I’v:a given it no thought.” -
. tion but as a process, not as the buildingRof an | :
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kansas has become the most arresting figure in
the United States Scnate. He has proved the Senate
- can advise as well as consent, and by a thousand
signs, it is clear that President, Secretary of State,

Secretary of Defense all take his advice very, very

seriously, whether they admit it or not. It may be

that he is working a slow change in American Far !
Eastern policy. He has done this with no power

save his position as foreign relations chairman
“and the power of intellect. Iis vision of America’s

role in the world may not prevail in our practices.

' But he will have said what he had to say, and the
people have listened. He does not know what more
a legislator can do for his country. Having done
it, he appears to stand now at the high point of his
life, the apogee of his career. In any chapter on

“the year 1966 in any future history book, the name
Fulbright will appear, writ large and often.

The nature and the use of the great American

' power haunt his thoughts. He is no dreamer. He
“knows that in the world politics of this brilliant
"and frightening century, purity will precede par-

 alysis; but he also knows that pride still precedes
| a fall. He knows that goodwill without power be- -
: hind it is merely an attitude; but he also knows
 that power without goodwill can mean calamity.

It was past noon on that Saturday morning in

| February when the Senator and 1 got out of our .
" chairs. Another contingent of TV cameramen had |
[ arrived in the outer office. -~ .. " 7 . T i
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i A nation watched and thought as Sen. J.-William Fulbright and the T
v ‘. Senate Foreign Relations Committee put a wintry probe into a little war that ' T
(3 s growmg up. With words measured or thrown, senators walked over party lmes
' " to debate the notion that Lyndon B. Johnson mlght be wrong on Vletnam. e

-PHUTOGRAPHEDBYSTANLEYTRETICK L T | ;
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1% Senator Fulbright reached hard for a new path to negotiations: “ ..let's as- M il T a ,
il sume these people are not utter idiots.” The acceptance of rationality in the 'HE\E—E\\J@ @ @ﬁﬂ@&
1 enemy was only one quality of what Fulbright later called “a senatorial teach-in.” o

% Another was the willingness, amid the litany chanted to unity, to let Americans H _ w\ﬁﬁa

| be self-critical on foreign policy. Fulbright knew that nuances can quench wars. Helasiilili !

e T o A WSS R RE SE w e I e TR

Eyes cool against ﬂg shim_m_er of television lights, Senator Fuibright learned nothing to change his feeling that we fumbled on Vietnam.
. vat A ProveeT0 lanae LA--RBPZE..004-4 '

. WAY 31986 T Continusa

TR SET N R Ce e i




Page 10

Sanitized - Approved For Release : CIA-RDP75-00149R0002009006:7F3I\f GHT

CPY

T

i incar A st _—

LR

R
L

Gen. Jumes M. Gavin: *'. .. We have been escalating at the will of our opponents rather than on our own judgment.”

-1 said, “Senator, I think you want to believe

that rationality and order are stronger forces than
jrrationality and disorder in this world.”

“Now, you remind me of something, Eric.
Here’s a little essay sent me by an old fellow who

lives back in the Ozarks, a mountaineer without '

much formal education.”
Fulbright read the essay, which said, in part:

““With all man’s limitations, he yet has one advan-

 tage over animals—the power of reason, but history
" shows that he often discards that for superstition

... he is the only animal that will build homes,
towns and cities at such a cost in sacrifice and suf-
fering and then turn around and destroy them in
war .+ » where he came from, or, when, or how, or

S
e i e bt b o S 2L [

\

| where he is going after death he does not know,

. but he hopes to live again in ease and idleness !

where he can worship his gods and enjoy himself, |

watching his fellow créatures wriggle and writhe I

in eternal flames down in hell.” ;
Fulbright chuckled and said he didn’t believe |

the world was a rational place, he just hoped we

could move it in that direction. “I’m not sure I'm

very optimistic about the human race. But if you .

are to function at all in this business or nearly any

other, you have to believe it’s possible.”

Like his friend, Adlai Stevenson, Senator Ful-

I bright lives, not with indecisiveness, as so many

| think, but with the courage of his doubts. He knows

| the great secret. Sophocles expressed it: “This law

ol - "{ shall ever be true: Nothing that is vast enters into
oo | the life of mortals without a curse.”

: Twentieth century communism is a vast thing.
' So is the American power. :

<
| ) -
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. Secretary of State Dean Rusk spoke
" diplomatese; '' . . The need to check the extension

- of Communist power in order to maigtain .
" @ reasonable stability in a precarious. world.”

PR TR

»

- Gen. Maxwell D, Taylor: “We intend to
. show that the ‘war of liberation,’. .. :
- Is eostly, dangarous and doomad to fallure.”;
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Sen, Robert F, Kennedy slipped into the caucus room and stood silently among the spectators, Later, he urged Vietcong participation in negotiating a settlemen

i . . ' ’ J

* SENATE REVOLT cors |

Senators and witnesses sometimes forgot the difference between an emotion and a poin
of view. Then, the talking got starchy, and even the consensus on politeness wore down
Oregon's Wayne Morse said the American people would repudiate the war in Vietnam. Gen

Sanitized - Ap%qwad FoF Résksas enidiTalR IFt ¢-001 0 R 000200900 b mpigSenator.” Peer

! ing past Hanoi, the Commmno hogan a cool look at the shnllmn giant of Asia: Red Chma
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L : . SRR Y Mrs. J. William Fulbright - B Mrs. Robert §. McNamara 1
O Sen. W. Stuart Symington, long on nanonal defense, avoided . ) ..listened to the stir her visited the public hearings. ’
bursts of rhetoric for the strain of Iearmng more. - . husband. was creating. T Her I‘msband did not,
MAY - 3 1985
Sens. Wayne Morse ) ? qGor ‘Fmba Geor 8 ? '
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itupa shadowed .

Sens. George D. Aiken, Bourke B. Hickenlooper and Fulbright rarely took the same position. But the friction of their disagregfents |
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